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tiin Ve both how it iso'tworking.shg rrroe oo a o1Pkp ,.T1ry welrc all Fxlry of 6ar, but !e qq tm daoned ob
",t**"iaqr"p.gl*.er.tuiao.'a1r,l*1_i*i "irri.h*ir, asif bolducssa;;;*ilk over,l.:1 ::... : -.r.. .:- :. -.isgaallsh;didn'freaffnrrcqqr+Uii*a*d' re!.beckdoclrryir+ririesVhercvrrirsas, Ididnt
s1:r mmirge was only a linle less obviotu thqn gs eory1- Iikc him dght of, and that was bcfore I aoticed he was

Iot easier o oakc misakrs when &ings'
don't figurc to get much worse.

I resrember rhe day they mer, it was
rlrnosr a year ago and we were killing
time at a $3 craps uble during one of
rhose afteraoons roo hot to sit by rhe
pool- Iouise had already ta-keu au
herbal wrap and sah glow in the spa - I
still don't know what those are, bur she
looked like she'd swallowed a few
ounces ofplutonium - aod we had a'

$s minimum withour oddt two undemge kids blowing
the pro'fis 6ey had roade selting EariiuaDa to 6eir hio,h

school buddieq aad Mr1t, don't call him Miltoo wharcver
you do. He was weadng a saing de and cowboy hag but

pla.yiogthe Doo't Pass line-
.: Craos ables have a lift oftreir orra. You canbe io

comer of a casiuo and know there's a
hor one by rhe sharp roar picr&g dc
sm,oke every 45 seconds or so, distincr
tom -ynols. Aatmight crranatefom
a roulette or blackiack able or eceo rhe
spons book at playof r'qe. Players will
back up tbree and four deep just to
watch, just to be near the acdon, tbe
heat, whiie rhe dealers move thebhands
as if trtading warer, paying our chips iD
mbotic fiqhion as the crowd screams in
their ears. lfheo that seven finaily
cotrles, as it must, 6e gasp is agonizing
likc de wind being kicked our of 10

chess simultaneousty. Only 6eo, slow-

table co{{d be lrke rhar om- But most of rhero areo,t [ke
rbat at aII. Mosr are likc the one Milt rvas playiogi dead as a
doomail and as routine as a lawyefs suis. There is no

-llhg 
-

people .

cause they harc nonrhere bctrer to go.
My wife 6ough,r shl was.leadios T:pc,
place betfer, ad ia frim&s o heriCs a 

I TIIH D()N'T

PIAYER
Hc bets against luck.
against opportunity.

agninst peoplt.
Hc w.rgers on
misfortune.

And my wife has

lcft mc for him-

illilir; Iil)t)Itilil{

t99t!1,,,,, &drdtion bt Clrlidr l|o.tfiar

Mirage.

lears



IF IT HASI{'T STARTED HEALII{G
tl{ A MoilTH, lT'S iloT HEALtilG.

IT'S GETTII{G WtlRSE.

IENNIFER
¤oNVaa?taat5

FREERECLINERI
WITH QUEENSIZE SOFABED.NLY$599"
O INTEREST: NO PAYMENTS: FOR 9O OAYS:'
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ard dzn elen moaEfrorfilffs.

araE lt L^istlit gor laD Srllct LEr.
CALL I.8OGJ E N N I FE R FC,RTHE NEAREST LocATIoN.e;iltoar ltA?.toar Srt.la6r lE.rnoutTilrcttilU3A.

BOOIgnan :T"S b.o all 6.csc yearr- Or wonc, ad moreonirudtuaPas,ra ffiX;i1ffi.ffitrfi"H#i
acdoo ar &ir tEbtc. The sdchan lisdcsly n-" oa.ke his for:r,o I eryhincd ar dc Uacroio pUea6. dice whlctbc dealers wait for 6c oldcr corple ouq .Horr abour tbar Bishop TwuTwo fit oe
to bcq aftcr each rc ery hxldlc o dccidc 6eir aowP lL 6rsry thc dicc bard, so H iu fic 6arntricersncq, uselly a socnrrphy ELe Ectd c 6cy bouoccd bact o ht cod d6c uHe, h no
If?d Sfu, smerhingttatpsy! Img md shm up mce eftcdvety 6en hie wiE brd oaly moacos
Iongcr. Thc aeoaglrs haee a lirle uoney on prac- - bdorg and &ey c,ne up sereo- Thc aealcr Aai-
tically-crcryoumbcroa 6e boald and M:lt is bct-- cateJy removed our srotrey &om the ftlt, as if ir
qgg qon'! ICs bis gamB hc has a rack of black sse <inpty oa loan to thc casiao, 6eo p"qlred --chips, hrn&eds, in from of hh, and the pit bosscs othcr pilc of black chips Milt's waf. There was a -
are eyeing him tlqe nilturc roigbr check out a roast look of admiratioa in Locise,s c6s, bur I give hcr
rack of la-b with mint idly in &e descrt Evea credit for rfiic: It was not thc aoacy 6at imgesscd-:ri6ow 6c moaey, 6ough, it's 6e Doa't player hcr, it was tbe flecting gtimpsc of success now
who scts thc tone 61 thc table. Try to inegiae 56qsrhing out his shin and Ftti.g 6c boys 6at h
creryooe io a scctioa of a sadium 66ring for rhc was'time to $c1, *tin$ up a bic; Se was iust so
hooe tcara, ant onc guy, all dccH out in thc visi- bopeful about fmding dareasy poiut, &e onc 6ar
tofs togt, going crazy wbcn his tcao ges ahead. al'rays gsts made and defes &e odds.
The Don't player eqccts crimc and interest ratcs
to gp up and roter u:mout to go dowu, hc kuows A FE1V MINUIES I3TER \fE HAD I-OSTTHE
that ema poius hit ccsbars .ang hockca pucls hir $50 we werc williug ro losc, and I nzs geaing ready
posts and homgruns blow foul in the wind. He o iump into a quick showabeforc E"gelbn
worships the uznspareor inscct wing of inrreoe*. "I 6iuk fll takc a Iook at thc gft shop one
tal ma6coatics, he bclicses ia the odds and bea Eorr time,o l-ouise said, and rigbidco I'tnew
against_lucl chrn6, 6ppom:niIy, ageinq p6eplg. what 6e cads held for us. Mind you, rWt hadn't
Likc Heory Millc/s weaftcr prophet, thc Doa't evca looked her way, but likc they always said
player anticipares 6at rhin5 will get worse and about Varrcn Beatry, he dida,t have to. He had
wagers accordiogly. It's for ftis khd of persou, &e cudy hair, thc shoulders, &c big rardemake
Milt_in prticular, rhar my wife bas le& me. bnots anrt eyes to march, bc bad t|.:-wholc fack-Hc nas adiustins his string de as we ap- age, and only a fool wouldn,t know whcre myproachedfrcable,obliviouso&efrerh-thewas dose.ro-ex-an1'way-wift was hcading. I didtr\
holrling ry 6c gamc, and h sces.ed dc dealers eveo follow her down-
wtrc scarcd to say any&iogto him, sincc hc had all
tie money and evcryoac clsc was playing&e mioi- I MET LOUISE FOTIR YEA-RS AGO THIS MAy
oum- You didu't hzrre to bc a geaius to figr.ne ow ar Gardea Sate ParHs Derby Day. Sbe was staad-
thesc able aynanic* ad I sure as hell wasn't too iug at the ffnich liss, wdl oo hcr way with minr
plcased abom &co- No onc likes o see grown iuleps, sacaniug hcr hcad of for some horsc
meIr kwuwingfcn a buck nmed If I Vere a Bcil; and I didn,t thi.k ir was
- 

qWhads frc hrldnp?' I said laying out mouey because the owucr had sdeced thc p,ropcr use of
for a SI2 six aad a g1l a;ghr. Milr had ukeu a the subirmctive. wheu the horsc wou and she
comb Eom his pockct and wzs oow straightcoing mrde no move ro go ro rhe e-qhi*'s window, I
his bair. found out rhat she was playing de pick Sevea, and

"No holdup, slr, " the sdcbe said, Iookiug had o hit six more hoises itr a low ro coilecr
over anriousty to see if Mih bad fini<hed his per- 'I gucss yort're a lfude -itahlq" I sai4 nor
sonal grooring: A&er a fes s(ron.lq, ed rrhh kaowingthchrlf ofirathctimc.
comb still in hmrl, [s lrkad Ep 6e Don't bct "I iust lfre to sce rh- l@,, shc seid- This
wi6 approgieodds;the 5dckrnrn pr'<hed &g tu.Ecdoulgof,mbei6emr6611all;hcrhorscwasdi-iuftcdirtciocd&eohcrcoryk' ootof ' -przceby&er-.h,ue...1',*dldoCt

'Gircoc 6ose &rets iosroc r;-C-rh. ol& bdiere shero sar&e eod of-rg hahead aeEady
qr wocuur gai4 brrt thc 6row was a scr@, aod budcd h &e prograo o fmrl somc other erotic
lvlilt ggped hb aq in a gesuqe ruiEisc.or of wagcr that miehr lift hcr ftom 6c zrobalt md higF
lGh G&sm's whca bc hir *'ot &mous horoe nrn ways of Gaden Strre ro thc grccacr Ed of GulE
for ec Dodgrs- 'Yess,o hc said o himseli To sreao. or Saora Aria or ay othcr placc whcc the
this day I have oot forgor.. 6ac Don't playcrs sadl of moncy overpowetd the *.tl ofmanure-
usualy recogpize thct osa weahesses; 6ar is, Vhar I &ought at 6e rine, $atrrting uader the
6cry knor rh"t for a miqusculc in ec pire sd[iing of mint and drearniDg of Keomcky
odds frcy are bdrirg rminqt evEFrtrc dsc ar &c blucgrass, was rlur we had eanblipg b commoo
tablc, md so 6cy slerzF taie ecir winning,gpc - uot exacdy 2 f6nndadqa for mrc love, but a
fulty aod wi&om_drawing a great deal of aaiotion spart a tkead for conversation, eytrzy. Exept I
o tfic"'sdves- Milt's behavic old oe mote thq. I was wrong 6/ca abour 6ar !7e bo6 loved to do,.
needed to koos abour him, but appareotly less blc, bm there arc all sorts of gaoblin$ aad weth- Loaisc could coryelcoC AII she sarrwas a wcre Ekc a corplc dsoted m the ciocoa - one
vrioner, a mrn a<hing iu his hundrcds for thou- wa[B to gp to &e Rtzto scc foreign fit-s, the o&-
sands - seithcr of us had crer scea 6at pinkish- er watrE o stay home ad wa&b Eadc-fur-telsi-
white chip bcforc - whilc we playcd tbc $3 pass sion roovie I won't say which rras whicbn and I
lbe aod rooted trricc as hard as hc did. won't cooparc shooting craps to Stroheim lphat I-Wha sct of bct is fraf" Inuisc wtispered unlll say b thar Iauise bad ao scnse of gFmbling as
wb¤o she Eotic¤d 6ot Milt's mour wss not o[ frc.. fuo, no scosc oflcing a corple ofbucls ad ealk-
sme liae as 6c rest of dc able- It would be lust ' ing ir up ro a day's cntcrtaiohcar $c ras only ir
likc mc, shc was thinkin& m bave beco Eaking 6e are*ed b thc big saike: the iocery, thc doublc tri
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randage
n hide a
rund, but
n't make it
irway.
e fuct is, a
rund that
:es more than a month
heal runs the risk of
ection and possibly
ngrene. Ths answer
't iust to wrap anot'rer
ndage around it The
iwer is to get help now.
s Wound Care Center@
l a dedicated staff of

ta

doctors and
nurses who
ars experB in
wound care.
We offera
unique and
focused

progrirm of treatrnefit $at
will b¤ matrhed to your
individual needs.
tf you have a wound trat
won't heal, ask your
doctor aboutThe
GraduaE Hospital Wound
Care Center@ or call us
directty at 21 Hr3-765It.

lTtOSouth St.
Suite il06
Philadelphia, PA 19145
215-8!Xt-7655

o
}IE GBADUATE HOSPITAL
Mound Care Center
ira&eH¤afdt Systro



gmd o bc, oot nrryrisingty, Efc bolding e bouse o &c
So Andrtzs ftuh. Thcrc b a sttrling.in gmccss 6eE tzlcs

- placE rith ncstrweds, a fecli4g-orn ri-e abour w_[osc side
of 6c bcil drc alaEo dock gpca on md hry many cight-

fra, derhiaing ctsry+cry+cry of de slorma-
ctina ILI cvtotud m'riege to Erc eirn somcfring less
rhq frrL

Vhat we did brve iu commoo was a Ifude scsal
chcoisEry - what touisc lscr tetmcd -6ar danrd
So"tb- acctric;t' - and a lor of loudirgs- Thir

mbute sooozc intcreals wiil bc allowed, but for rs thcrc
was ao pcriod of adfustmcot, at least trot over tootibnrsb
cs and showq leogds. Or:r coopromiscs werc lcss tangi-
ble, aod rh.q oore subiecr rc disguc regardbg 6eir rrso-

- lutions. Vhat it was, ultimatety, rras &ar Louise waatcd
rx to bcrid:, adticfrststcp was o 6hkricb- Ihadnar
cr had neoncry - thco as aow I workcd in a bookstorc,
paidhoudy but I got to choosc 6c music fiatplzyed u&ilc
curitoacrs sboppcd - rr!d, dthoug! I undccstood thc
coocept of having rcess rtrotrcy, I bad ncvcr charted a
@ursc to Galize thc idea- This annoyed my wffe ao eod,
but ncull shc acn:alb left me I assr:oed drat her carping
was tbe usual noisc a spouse bad to eodr:rewbco the mag-
aetic poles of a oarriage strrt prrqhing away from each

ro rrsocisL Vhie l-onisc was grabbing hold of MiICs
sing rh iu scarth of a bcrrcr lif:, I *t out m a fuotre at-
teryt o adiust ray wif/s v'alue sysao- BcEerrc me wbco I
say rh'r rhi< Ia$ scorrnce reads ose idbticalty &an i ac-
urallywas. Ve sull H ogcdcr, od cveo afcrVegas I
fl1 6at rh;n$ couH bc sat Egcd- I $oppcd pbling c
tirety, aod iarclvedw in a dcspcrc.{^.h wift o6.r@L
tural'activitics se had $.ad&sdy avoidcd in tre past
Ilcar{ings at Bordcr$-dassical music at&e Man5r, Suaday
mooiags u de Art Muscum, br:r dl m no avail There's
Elorc to eb life than rtrikingitricb, I said at erery oppor-
runity, but Louisc was likc a big dognotydllady to come
io, aad afur a while I iust stopped pu[ing oD &c lcasb- It
wss no t:sc, and fre marriag was over, and whco I saw thc
oote on 6c kircheo table I didn't nccd to read ir It's likc
whco pu're nrshiog o thc train sanioq ,nd yqu gEt to thc
pladorm all out ofbread and no oae is there. You don't
aced to chcch the station dock to kuow the train has
moved on wi&outyou-

TRY TO GET HOI.D OF FAILIIRE" PUT YOIIR FIN.
gers around irs ucc$ cowr its mouth with a pillow, but it
docs no gpod I-rte a aoxious fr:oe it follocn you amun4
lrcu can't shoo it away, you o't cbangc your dodtes, you

o dI hcr &a a mn wtcc irdcpcndrrr smat wrs paic-
ed oo 6e bacb of woaen, who bct roin<t peoplq at 3
ozps uble fo1fga 2aa[ zoin<t peoplc ac Racio Delnre
hr a living wzs a oan who would ilhin+ty h"i'g hct: to
grid And who becer rhm ao :lmorst a-husbod to ddiF
crorrs such as 6t?
I HAD A ISINDO\T SEAT ON THE FLIGHT OUT. ALL
rhC way to the Misgissippi aud beyood we flcrr dvct a
cloud covet 6at dids't open for eveo a glimpsc of the
earth below, aad 6ea, iust past Sc l-ouis, 6c vlhole fronr
pcded offlike a nrmed-down she'ct o! a army bunk I
bad oerrcrseea that bcfore, a weathcrformario as dca as
6c mrp on 6e ereoing ocsg aad for some rasoa I took
it as a good sigp, 6c way 6c slry opcocd rry to recal ocat-
Iy squacd eros aad thi. roads thar soetchcd across r"il^
of pmirie to !ow!:r that could barely be made out &om
30,000 fccc Therr was aa ordcr to ail this, not a Eysricai
md heavenly order but oue grouaded ia harrl wo* and
&e idea 6at you got what you dcserrred in rhi< wodd

'I-ook at that," I said to m],seli, forgeaing for a mo-
Ecor dut I wEs sitting aer to a suaaga, forgetting in &at
way that loody pcople occasiooally do. I didn't say it loud-
ly; 6c commeut might wdl have beeo ovcrlookcd or ig-
oored by so[reonc sifi s66grhing elsc to do. But my
neigbbor, I now noticed, was oei6er reading nor wdtiDg
uor iisteaiag to music. He was waiting:

'Nimbus douds," hc said- *Ihcy can lay a sheet over
lhree whole states, bur somelrhere &e do.rrs bave to end,
ri$r"

The ncr momcat was thc rrruirg point If I simpiy
said "Right " &ere would bc no convcrsadna; I could go
back to wtat I was doir& aod he could wait for thc re-
oaioder of 6e fl.igbc But I wasa't enacdy busy rsysdf,

"I grress you'rc rigbg" I said- 'I iust doo't 6iok Pve
ever beeo on the ground where &ry ended, &at's all"

"I doa't frink ir works 6et wan" my neighbc sairl
"It's a lirdc like wudedng wry you alwzys sec a rainbow,
bm you'rc never standing on the spot it hits &c ear6-
Standing in oae spot, thc douds look likc ery iu$ drift
away. Same wi6 rainbows- You nccd to bc Eoving to grt
the big picu:re-"

'Isn't &at a shamg" I said, more to myself rho' to
hiro; mercifully he didn't follow up on ir Instcad we inro-
dsced ourselves. I old him I was going to Vegas fur a lile
vacatiorins whichw'as a biglic, ad datlnccdcd to rack
dowa a ft:w old acSuainranccs sfr6 mig{rt sEI bc lieing
Scce, whicbwas asimifiently 5x32i[a ona

'I don't live iu Vcgzs Eysdt" hc sall 'Dosn tLc
road ia a lide towa called kughliu. trGnd of s nf,koeur
hoore for gamblers,' he laughed-

"Old gemhlec don't die bmkq' I si,r' rcpcding drc
unofEcial owu mouo, "they die io LugLlin-"

"You\rcbcca thcre?"
"Stopped in oacc otr my way to scc dc dogs at

Cdicntq" I said.
'You re a real gaoblcr, hr:b?"
Tbc mrh was 6at I likd rc play, bm I wasu't dying

to wio, and I dido't how how'hzt would sood- "You
arcr heard of Marine's Rancho Hu:<e>" I said instead-

"Sure They adverrise on fike mooey liued all over
&e strec$. That's how you can spot a tourisq hCs bending
down to pick it up. I doo't think thcy BFt much action
Eom I-aughlin, &ough- You stay dard"

I Ict 6at one hrng ia the air r:naswccd- I could bave
said Id newr crta visited Msioc'g hr *teo you'rc alk-
ing about whorchous¤q that sort ofdeoial docso't always
ring mrc. The moming saack and cofte were bciog of-
fcred aryway, so the convcrsatiou died a natural dcath-
Soon we wElE om of dre Midwest ad fryiEg over rivers

contirued on Page 26

Louise viewed our marriage as a starter home,
and when she couldnt add central air or another
bedroom, she looked for diffenent possibilities.

othcr. fu ittumed oug we were yetfi:rfierrcpudiarioa of
g!,g ssrrntarinruitive axiom 6at opposites aAracf

You 6ink smdl" Iauisc said, onty sccoads aftcr I had
brokeo 6e cseo6nirl rhampagre glass undcdoor to corF
sccrzte suvors Sbe wss rdcuingo fre bod I had se
lecte4 a tasa&l 6reesome wi& ft6 a+n:rTeh 6 adcerdsc
6t rha;. souod ecboed 6e c{rsic lill leas 11ig3 of &e
eadp'6&-f 'tr rhar segaiag widr a o11ios$ fi'cle<l !y
wry bad wing l cdonted frco aborr thiq-Th piano
pleyer daincd &atlhad miltad tie d t}artheybtllcd
ecosdrcs as Guriniscent of &e Vill Eyzns ciq "r p
hmdle bonky-oo& group of coosidcrabtc raown 30 ycars
ago," This erylaioed to ruy satisfiction thc ad nauscam
vctsioos of 'Milcs md Milcs ofTrc.-") Brr I was sooo o
leao fratlouise consideredmy diakiogsmall oo viro:a!
ly every subicct ercept frEily, crtich she refirsed o son
"rmdcr thcsc cirqmstaoces." By this sbc meaot tbe
squrlor of my apartmcot, a oocbedroom w'alk-up wi6
solEe ffilrl builtin woodca bookcascs but a miaor ra
diator leat problon during &e wiatcr months ICs hard o
kuow wha louisc eovisiooed; nonc of 6csc huls were
hid&a &oro hcr vieir, -d no saae pasoo would acoc
her of digging gold by marryiag a bookstorc clerk As
bime as it sormdq I thi.k she viewed 6q['mniegE a3 a
*aner homc, and whco she couldo't add ceotral air or an-
othcr bcdroom, shc dccided ou a diffcrcnt hoae. Onc
wi! greacrpossbilhies.

By frc rime we visited ks Vegas for that long weck-
eo4 .htlost a year ago, ourrclationship had daerioraad
b a bad busincss rffigmn?, Sc scr of paroesbip
wh!r! on. waors o rccapializc mdhe o&erwaos o hirc

iusr heve to live wi6 ir rmul 6e steocb has nrn its cor:rse
aorl for:nrl enothr lostsoul to eovdop. Thatmy mqrriage
bad -.led qras of less regret to me then Id expected - al-
though I didtr't Ealizc how liale fun I was having dudng
ir term, I fttt uy spirits aeually lift sooa aftcr Louisc
hcadcd wegt Bru rhrr J m;ght lsve czuscd the split bztmr-
ed mc- Itwas lft. drspping affy bail ard Lrchtytm;.g it
into a doublc plry - you stitrblem the pop-up, thera was
no grningaromd&a-

For fre past 6ore wteb, rit-, I\re beca poaderiug
tbb dissohnion- Bnr aaively so. Fe one rhin& I hired a
man naocdRickcns o chccloulrhi. Mihcbataeer- MiL
ScEosry, it tumcd oEL AII I cau tcll you is Sat hc plays
Dso't ar 6e Descrt Inn and gocs abor:t 6{oot-4 with a
lTestcm loo&, I said o Ric&ers, who scoed to howthe
-^r f was aiking about iust ftom thac Turns out hc's
half-owncr of a shorehouse called MaxinCs Rancho
Detue, out Routt 15 oo 6c ray o Sdt Lake. Rickfits
scat mc onc of rteir adg a pbory frotsand-dollar bt:ll 6rt 

'
says, 'Wc'veAlready Tcstcd So You'll Nerrcr Have To -No AIDS" on thc back That's whra k a[ ft togcdcrr and
Losisc b such a d@rld fool.

DON'T MISI,iNDERSTAND ME. LOI'ISE IS NO
c/hora For oae thhg trere iso't eoougb money in ir But
shc had hllca for m illusioa, a mr who phfed &c per-
eotagEs arrd did['t csr \Dbat pcoph thougbt of him, who
could gsr ary woman hc wanted otd oa z cathousc. So
yt*crday moraing I dccidd to ffy out to Vegas and try,
one lgst tine, m .Tlain &is grand illusiou to her. She
wasa't cotninihr.s o mc, I knrrr ?htr, bur smconc had

-+--.-
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Stannah \Iakes
Stairs Safer

;e serd rne a free culor Inlonnation Pdr-

,:r, .y*. Thar's because we're board-certified
btbalmologists as well as cosmetic surgeons,
ned at Vills Eye Hospiral and in Beverly Hills,
fomia, we recontour eyelids, reduce bags and
ffiness and resrore a younger, healthier look.
1'o discuss how to enhance the appearance
of your eyes, c"ll for a consultation to&y.

You qrn stay safer and in&pendent
in vour orwr home with a Stannah
Stairli-ft the ideal sohrtion for
tacHing both srraight aod curved
strirs. Find out horv to czrrn'ori
enjoyrng life in this lree
information gack. Call us for a
copvon l-30O 1IPSTAIR und ask
for Ext 845 or m:ril this coulxln to:
Stannulr Stairli&s. RRI Box 3-r2A"
Dallas. PA 18612.

OFF,cEs AT:@
Philrldphia PA 19tr/ AlTn

Ih Pavilixs of Voris
S{rirc lOL 2301 Ert*rarn Rod

vootr:csgo00al &gtnW
Gty Avmue Hospial. Suite Jl8 RwlaIlC fhl

{190 Gry tlr arc- Phtra- PA l9tjl ?IrTngnO
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carviog valleys out of litde morm-
tain raages that grts largcr aod
Irrger, end tha n:ddcoly we wae
vriling righr drough thc Grand
Canyoo o..l you could sce #EF in
ec rock, 'ingF &at had addcd up
year after year to a ofllioo ycars.
For a sccood as wc cmsscd l:ke
Mead ou our dcscear-I thorioht
6at maybe I shouldn't bave coae,
fi3s rhiq trip wasn't goiag to
.h^nge a rhing cxcept pethaps to
lcsve mc a liulc less sure of uy
own sdi bur it was latc for 6at
kiad of 6inking" Thc wheds of 6c
plenc wcre alrtady screeching on
tie dcscrt rutrway! and soon pce
plc rcre piling our as if &ey
couldn't wait to play thc airpon
slos. Thcrc pg5 1 lins 6at listcd
Maliac's Raacho Dar 'r*r 2t *.
of ia dcsrinarions, but I wasn't
ready for 6ar, aod besidcs Rickets
had told me that Milt livcd year
lprmrl 4s fis Desert Inn. I hopped
a cab and got to the Smp in eiglt
rninutes; when I paid 6c farc, rie
driver told me to "bc carefuI." I
dou't know if I bad &c son of &cc
that rcquircd such advicc or if rhis
was his standard cormsd to
touriss. (Most everyone else in
toum said'good lud" a brouide
thet took on dte cadence of a
mrn6a 4fts3 1 whiie-) In any casc,

&e advice scemcd sound, aad I in-
tendcd to follow ir Vhich mokcs
whar hagpeacd a f:rv minutcs latcr
tLat much hsder to farhoo-

THEY VERE AT THE POOL"
dro bcaudful people in cbaise
loDgucs Bting io a hir of uooday
51q end for somc 1a25gg rhi< m-
noycd mc, possbly bccaosc I ryas
dresscd for weadcr 40 or s9 de-
grces cooicr.

"Louis.," I sei{ sundiog ovcr
ha io de sun, wakinghcrwid rqy
shadow. 'Horr arc you and your
pimp boyfriend doing?" You cao
tEll folh 6at you wcrc actiqg out
of cb.aractcr untll the cows cortrc
homc, but it won't do any good.
Most people dou't believe you,
and &e oaes who know you well
woa't rhink trat what you said or
.did was out of character, atryt 'ay.

louise didn't budgg brn 6at
four{cttcr woad got Milt up. I sup
posc he bad heard it bdore.

"Do I kuow you?'hc said, but
of course be knew me, or at least
knew who I was. I mean, how
maay possibiliries wete there? He
dido't wait for an answer an]rray;
instead he threw his driok in my
hcc- He was about lrice my sizq
aad this wils trot a response I cx-
pccted. To that momeot I bad o<-
perieoced very lftde blgh drana iD
my life, and none at all poolside in
Vegas, so it may have beeo my
naivete frat led me ro rhink I was
going to be punchcd into thc wa-
ter.

"What are you doing hcre?"
Louise said, still horizoaral, her
voice the tone one might use to
give instruccions to a forcigper. It
dawned on me then how horribly
&r she had comefrom fie gid I'd
mct scr¤aning her head offat the
finish line at Gardcn SUte. She
was srill young - Milt had a good
15 years on her - but uo longer
dcperate, no lonpr searching for
rhat quick fr thatwould land hcr,
I sugpose, exacdy where she was
right oow. She cipped her pink
sunglasscs dowu to get a bettcr
lookatme

'You shou.ldn't havc corncr"
shc said.

"This is wron6' I said, mo.
69ning around wi6 cy han6l5 s1
tbc pool, 6e cabanas, norhing r+'
dlv.

'You shouldn't htree @tne,'
shc s{id 2gr- thc very crme way,
as if I hado'r heard hcr de 6rsr
tiac bccauic if I had I wouldn't
sdl bc $alidfogdrre bloctinghcr- suoshioc. Mih n-ltcdhh dsss tohis
oouth, and theo reaembcring it
was esrpty, pur it dovm ar 6e sidc
of tbe pool 3sd 6seed lehind
Louisc's chair, where hc rcckcd
bect ad for& od b.I.l oa to hcr
shoulden. Whco a waiter walked
by, hc beot dowu, pickcd up rhc
glass, ard sbook ir once, as if he
\prrc bidding at :m auctioo- All of a
sudden I fdt very sorry for him.

"I knowr" I sid, not really ro
cither orf thm but rc qy:clf Vhco
thc waiter rerumed with MiICs
drint I rurncd round aod walkcd
back o thc hotd Iobby. From drc
checkout desk I could see rhem
both, roated around on their
stomachs as if on spitg having put
the miaor disrurbaace of my ap-
pe:rrirlce lqhind rhm, aod iust
likc that I found raysdf wirb somc
ftec dme. I was in Vegas, placc of
my honeyooon and - a reasoo-
able guess - my divorcc, and I
had every intention of salvaging
the trp. A roar went up inside lhe
casino, aod I dido't need much
urging to invcsdgate. Wouldn't
you know thc place was practicolly
eopty but for oac packcd craps
Eble.

I had nro hor:rs beforc thc
ooc flight ouq and rwo hours bap
pens to be the perfect length of
"i-c to spend at a hor able- The
fiought crossed my mind, as I ap
proachcd rhe crowd, 6at I had
snappcd oui of a foul mood morc
guicidY tho, 2P*r;ra. ft6 tr man
who had iust had a drink tossed in
his &ce by his wife's lover, 6at my
trip bad been a thoroughgoiag
waste of time asd ill-csnceived iD
thc 6rst placc; in shorg 6at I had
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)cetr kiddiDg 6],self abou! every-
hiag aDd 63d ss brrsincss criticb-
og Mrlt or louise or atryoDe. Such
6;nsight is nor asily acccpred af-
cr bours of driaking ia a singles
lar, let alore io &e time it ta&cs to
hange a 50 iato chips, and I
hrugged offmJ own cotrderotra-
ion ra6er rhrn [slrtingit up to
cnrriny. Besidcs, I str5 ggllain
bat there was onc finzl ls55ss g6
re leamcd, and I wautcd to be
learhcadcdwhcn it --aTwo huge Eeo itr cowboy
uns - Yery much lik the hat I
aw MiIt weritrg that frrst rime,
xcept &at thcsc men seemd to
eel gpod io &co - smod ar op-
rositc cods ofthe rablc hollring at
ach othcr and assorted ftllow
ilaycrs.

oI anr a linemao for the coun-
y," &e shoorcr sang emphasizing
rtt as ifhc needed to be rcmioded

'It's a reckless wind that
ear:as ro wander," bjs friend at the
ther end bellowed even louder.

Thco both mco pointed to &e
.ealer, who was parieody ruming
[e dice over with his stick und
reir banter was completed "And
z don't need a weathernan to
now which way rhe wrnd blows,"
:ey screamed. The crowd mared,
re dealer Prrshgd ths dice toward
re 6rst maa, wbo pickcd them up
s if thry e76q diemosd cuffinks
nd, in apparent conrrasa to the
rood of the uble, softly lofted tre
ice toward his friend, where they
61 manrged ro touch offthe back
rall and add up ro six. It seemed
rnt sveryone made some ooney
sm fre roll.

'I arz a lbcman for the coun-
1r" the shooter sang

'It's a reckless wind that
eams to wander."

'And fta don't oecd a weather-
rar to how which way 6c witrd
lows."

Thcn thc dicc wcnt out emin,
nd rhis rims rhey added up to
inc, a result thal 6gdg dre able
ueo more joyfi:l than before. I was
olrling my 50 dollars' worth in
ry hand, but I made oo move to
ris the sma*There's a spot rigbt here,"
re dealer said upping his stick on
n enpty chip rack dircctly ncrct ro
re shooter. This secsred likc the
rorst sort of omen to roe, and
ome of fre oders at &e able ap
eared to agree - rlhough escry-
oe is a snaager at the beginnbg of
craps gartre, tbe word rcdefnes

sclf as "my late rrival" whcn the
ame hea6 up. But the shooter
rougirt odrcrrvise.

"Come on in," he boomed,
od put his arm arouod me. "Why

EEDtu"-',r, reet

should we bc thc only otres to
make money?" he said, gpsrudng
to the rc$ of 6e able. For a sec-
ond I thought about Milt, beaing
Don't Pass. Shakiog fie icc in his
drink at the pool Thc shootrr tooh
[i5 !s1 sf en.l put ir oa my hcad; I
bad to tip it bsck to sce thc fdr "I
arr a liDelruo for the countyr" hc
yclled

I put all 50 on my nev, friead$
rnd while they weat 66'tSh the
rest of deir routiae, I lookcd out
onc last tioe at $c pool MiIt and
Louisc were still tLcre, sputr

The crowd
roared. The
dealer pushed
t{re dice toward
the first man,
who softly lofted
them toward
hisfriend...

around again on their backs to un
wcniy, and Louise appearcd to be
frlling out a keao card As if she
were still at Gardeo Sute nyingfor
the Pick Seven.

That's wheo i! occrrrrcd to mc
that the mao oo rbe planc was
wrong. You didn't heve to b¤ moF
ing to see the big picn:re, you iust
had to get yourself to the right
placc- I loow how ir sormds, what
with me sraoding berreen ilro
siaging cowboys at a Vcgas craps
table, but I bad 6ndly goEetr rny-
sctrro tiat rigbt place. I could sec
themistakcs, thcf,l iudgmeos; but
also dimmer: of bopc and opci-
mism, cbances ro do bener, to be
happier, Shards ofpossl.itty. For
a momeot, for one hst momeag I
wished 6at louise could bc stau&
ing beside mc to see rhem as wdl,
but I lncw, orco as I indulgcd the
whim, tiat the rigbt placc for me
was not 6e right phcc for her. She
would have to fnd her orru placg
see her owtr picnue, r:oderstand
her own posslnliries. Yct erea as
these ide"< wcrc comiog ro me &c
able let out a whoop, aud I took
ny eyes away tom Milt and
Louise for thc last ri-e. I had 90
minutes until my plane was leav-
ing, aad rhis 16il looked like it
might go on forever. ![*
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18 Camnkal--

Aqoss
1 Dornino
5 l{ethod:

abbr.
9 MexEn

horse -
13 s@ot
17 Skin dearn

20 -impasse2l'Ablew6l
22 O[';

Haq/s
parher

24 'Laugfi-h'
ttar

26 bnqstress
Lena

27 Where
Khartoum is

29 '-towatdr
O,¤r ir¤'

30 Night before
32 Ttuihnd,

once
33 One$/ond

hdp
34 Proclaim
38 Synemof

bdiefs
40 Alfred

Bernhard -44 Euilding
addibon

45 IFK'5 mom
49 Counuy

road
50 Urgent

hnefs
52 Stidarcn:nd
53 Yarns
55 Mapabbr.
56 -tale58 FragGnce
61 NeMrHa\¤n

camptE
63 -andboard
64 After diningrelbor
65 Tample on
68 Turf
69 '- longa,

vita brE is-
70 Adrier/ed

maimum
grorth

72 - a milliro
(rdrity)

74 Loo.ns
76 Birdbeakn Nethedands

corrnunrty
78 Syrian leader
80 Podet brcad8l WnrE/s

take?
82 Ego
84 -HawkinsDay
86 Manof

prominence
89 Abo
9O fuipe and

Matty
Sl De(u-atesa

cake
95 Attract
95 Abore
9{l Freeticker

102 Stalbne
103 Deb'sy

opus
105 Contraction
105 Hll¤5a/ray
108 Spanislr

Poet Garcia

111 Memo-
randumll3 Beha,/e

114 Reiatingto
nght
conduct

117 Burdened
wfrp.cuerr6
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l-lopp¤r

122 Guitarist
and snger

124 EradyBunch
futher

128 Anatomical

13 Synthetk
narcotic

14 AGuthn¤
l5 Condsuap
16 Pronq
19 floodcontol

dEyke
23 A(Er Surton
24 Cornplaint
25 SoothsE/e/s

du¤
28 RaEl
31 Godoflore
33 DMne
34 Unheeding
35 Mr. Charles

Laughton
35 'Lirnelbfr'

stat
37 Como-

'sted?l9 tla.cs:abbr.
41 I'lanq

Reagan's
$ccessor

42 Comes in
43 Yorkshire

oty
46 All-

(attentive)
47 lapanese cjty
48 Leavening

agent
51 Malaydn

sailboat
54 Single

m6ted boat
57 Harnesses
59 - Lisa
60 Nrake-of

(disananqe)
52 ABooth
55 Sorceressof

Greek nr)4f'
67 Galileo's

birhphce

70 laialai itern
71 A Re6e
73 ils.

Cormneci
75 Andothe6:
- abk.

76 Rehing to
birth

79 TraEycr
Button

83 "TheChina

bdder
88 Onoman

Empire
govemoE

9I Cornorform

peceder
92 Director

1t-urnet
94 -goodexarnple
97 WeF.footed- iitd -

9!, Adam's
gran6on

10O P@ab<
rnammals

101 SporEboat
104 ruorebad

and forth
107 Sound

s)6tem
Temph
f4ure
Gotl shoe

I l2 Short jader
114 Outer p(ef
115 Jeneswhn

rnore filrn
1 16 lda.d dan<
117 BikiniloF
119 Tak¤out

ftop
120 Farm¤/s

milieul2l 'An.apple

123 Slugge/s
Stat

125 Ghogfs
urcrd

125 60 6tr.y
127 Nobng¤r

urorking:
abbr.

Syndrome'
cctar
Conqers
H¤raldk

85
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r31
132
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Nigtrt noise
ffigenld
Arabian
sultanate

133 Holr/sweet
-!134 Type

r35 Sl!*

oowH
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2 Choirpart
3 Skyro*et
4 Canine

'hotel'
5 -NaNa6 the person

addressed
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110
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7 Big-,
Calif-

8 Lodofhair
9 Raise-

(make
trouble)

Authonty
- Chekhov
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1
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